
 

On behalf of the team from WSM advisors it is my pleasure to extend the welcome offered by John 

Merriman from our fellow sponsor organisations to tonight’s Merton Best Gala Awards. 

WSM advisors have been sponsoring the Merton Best Business Awards since their inception and it has 

been a positive delight- not just being an integral part of these awards through sponsorship and 

attending events such as this evening – but being a part of Merton Businesses community and 

providing help and support to all the SME community. 

Martin and John have already welcomed you all to the All England Club – for my part I just want to say 

– isn’t it great to be back home in Merton Borough!  

I quite liked the trip out of the borough last year (that’s not entirely true!) but I would much rather be 

coming to the home of tennis to celebrate with you all the Merton Best Business Gala Awards Evening. 

It’s not just because this happens to be a short walk home for me – but much more because an 

internationally recognised global centre of excellence is exactly the right place to be recognising the 

very best of Merton businesses and the very best of Merton business people. 

International and global are to become more and more important to all of us in the business 

community in the period after the Great British Break off next March. All of us in Merton Borough 

seeking business abroad are helped by the recognition of this place – it is not the home of the British 

Open Tennis Championships – It is the home of the Wimbledon Championships and the Wimbledon 

name is recognised around the world and associate us all with the characteristics with which it is 

associated – endeavour, Englishness and excellence. 

We will all have noted the cranes as we arrived this evening and it is very clear that our venue tonight 

has had a recent makeover. This investment and development are signs of the increasing confidence 

of businesses in the future. This is true of our businesses across Merton Borough Council and Merton 

Chamber of Commerce, and those other organisations who support us in our business enterprises – 

however at the heart of business success is the entrepreneurship, innovation and determination which 

you all bring to our community. 

There will be time this evening to celebrate with the winners of thirteen?  - lots of awards categories. 

However before the awards are presented can I ask all those of you here who are finalists of this 

evenings awards to stand for a moment please – Afterall all you are the reason we are all here! 

Our congratulations to you all on reaching the Finals of the awards this evening and we, all of us wish 

you every success this evening and in the future. 

 

 

 


